
On May 12, Aviation received a request from the Wayne County 
Sheriff’s Office, working in conjunction with the Ohio State Highway 
Patrol Special Response Team and multiple other agencies, to assist 
in searching for a suspect who had fled on foot after stabbing two deputies. 
The suspect was believed to be inside a small wooden shed and had           
reportedly soaked the structure in gasoline near the initial incident location. 
He also threatened to ignite the shed if officers attempted entry. As Aviation 
arrived overhead, SRT troopers identified a structure of interest. While they 
approached, Aviation observed a gas can protruding from an upper rear    
window of the shed and   
relayed this  information to 
ground units. Troopers              
simultaneously made verbal 
contact with the suspect and 
moved to cover. After a    
prolonged standoff, the    
suspect surrendered and was   
taken into custody. 
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Guernsey County Missing Juveniles Search 

Aviation assisted the Guernsey County Sheriff’s Office on the evening of May 
10, in the search for three juveniles who had fled from a halfway house after 
being involved in sex-trafficking-related circumstances. Aviation arrived on 
scene and conducted a search of the area. Aviation located the three females 
sitting together in a high-grass area and relayed their exact location to 
ground units, who quickly secured them. Aviation was released from the  
scene. 

https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/local/northeast-ohio/west-salem-wayne-county-sheriffs-office-northwestern-local-school-district/95-f313e7cf-038e-474e-ab04-b09047d157d6
https://vimeo.com/1191942092/0f4ad81f58?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1195739570/0405df0c7a?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
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Cincinnati Proactive Patrols 

Aviation conducted a flyover of Bissell Elementary School on 
May 26, corresponding with the last day of school for students 
and staff.  
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Summit County Flyover 

On the afternoon of May 31, Aviation observed a motorcycle traveling at a 
high rate of speed while conducting airspeed operations with Xenia Patrol 
Post units. While also weaving between lanes and operating recklessly,    
Aviation confirmed the motorcycle’s speed at 140 MPH and relayed this   
information to ground units. A trooper attempted a traffic stop; however, 
the motorcycle failed to stop and continued at a high rate of speed, narrowly 
avoiding several collisions. Ground units did not pursue and instead        
maintained a safe distance. Aviation continued to monitor the suspect as he 
traveled through various roads, before ultimately stopping at a residence in 
Sugarcreek Township, where he entered a garage and closed the door.     
Aviation relayed the location to ground units, who arrived shortly thereafter 
and took the suspect into custody without further incident. 

Aviation assisted with two proactive patrol details in the City of Cincinnati in the 
month of May, coordinating with units from the Cincinnati Police Department and 
troopers from the Wilmington District. Statistics from the details are as follows: 

• 7 Suspects Apprehended with Air Assistance 

• 1 Vehicle Pursuit 

• 1 Foot Pursuit 

• 2 Felony Drug Cases Generated 

• 3 Warrant Services (1 Misdemeanor, 2 Felony) 

• 5 Firearms Seized 

Xenia Post Motorcycle Pursuit 

https://vimeo.com/1200491818/8feb382d23?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
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Ravenna Post Criminal Search 

On May 30, Aviation responded to a request from the Ravenna Patrol Post to 
assist in searching for a male suspect who fled on foot after causing a crash 
as a wrong-way driver on I-76. After striking another vehicle, the suspect ran 
from the scene. Aviation arrived in the area and located the suspect in a 
wooded section nearby. Ground units were guided to his position, and the 
suspect was taken into custody after resisting. 
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Springfield Criminal Search  

Aviation received a request on May 23, to assist the Springfield Police Department 
and Springfield Patrol Post with locating multiple suspects on dirt bikes who were 
vandalizing property and had fled from police several times. Aviation arrived on  
scene and located the dirt bikes. As ground units arrived in the area and initiated 
traffic stops, all of the bikes fled. Aviation tracked one suspect fleeing at a high rate 
of speed on the roadway and relayed the suspect’s location to ground units. The  
suspect eventually abandoned the dirt bike and hid under tree cover. The flight crew 
guided ground units to the area, and after a short search, the suspect was located 
hiding under trees and shrubs. 

Youngstown Proactive 

Aviation assisted the Youngstown Police Department and Warren District 
troopers with their proactive patrol detail on May 7. While overhead, Aviation 
supported one vehicle pursuit that resulted in three individuals being taken 
into custody. The driver was wanted on a parole violation stemming from a 
murder charge. 

https://vimeo.com/1199528772/96dcd5fab2?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1194750857/e22e21a59f?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1196072222/f304744322?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci


Since 1948, the Ohio State Highway Patrol Aviation Section has been supporting citizens of Ohio from above. With a modern fleet 

of 11 Cessna 182s, 3 Airbus helicopters, 1 Cessna Grand Caravan, and 1 GA-8 Airvan, and with an array of sophisticated camera 

technology, we provide a full variety of services to public safety entities throughout Ohio. 

Ohio State Highway Patrol 

Aviation 

Located on the north side of the 

Ohio State University Airport 

2829 W. Dublin-Granville Rd. 

Columbus, Ohio 43235 

Phone: (614) 466-4468 

Email: ADAviation@dps.ohio.gov 
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Cleveland Proactive Patrols 

Aviation worked alongside the Cleveland Police Department, the Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Office, and troopers from the Cleveland 
District on multiple occasions in May, providing aerial support for their proactive patrol details. The statistics from those details are 
as follows: 

• 13 Suspects Apprehended with Air Assistance 

• 6 Vehicle Pursuits 

• 7 Foot Pursuits 

• 10 Felony Drug Cases Generated 

• 6 Warrant Services (3 Misdemeanor, 3 Felony) 

• 2 Stolen Vehicles Recovered 

• 17 Firearms Seized 

Aviation received a request from the Buckeye Valley School District on May 21,  to provide an aircraft for static display at Buckeye 
Valley West Elementary School. Aviation attended the event, interacted with multiple students, and explained various aircraft, as 
well as the missions carried out by Section. 

Buckeye Valley School District Static Display 

https://vimeo.com/1194505704/ae469c675e?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1189981007/82b5fc1a17?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1197475537/69acd73e8f?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1189981834/f2ee202172?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1197475617/115f68f0e2?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1189980436/ec9c82ebb0?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1197475424/f46677ddd8?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1189979873/5e86dff607?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1194834613/c09b1bffae?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

