
 

By Sam Sifton 

  
Good morning. The world’s attention this week has largely been on Iran, on Venezuela, on 
Minneapolis. And we have news from all three below. I’d like to start this morning, though, 
with a look at some remarkable reporting from Myanmar. 

 
 
 

 

The Shunda Park scam complex in Myanmar. Jes Aznar for The New York Times 

Where scams come from 

Deep in the densely forested borderlands of war-torn Myanmar, two of our journalists 
recently visited Shunda Park, an office center that opened for business in 2024 with more 
than 3,500 workers from nearly 30 nations. Some were there willingly, some had been 
kidnapped. All were dedicated to the causes of online chicanery and digital scams. 

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/FkZftO4ExSvCBh4jJfHfOQ~~/AAAAARA~/qNHnEeJHUaPZHYO8lBT0GSCtuDj7lvkbKdeL3pcoZTtzXpNktwI_hiY0so_A77JE-a73WUH4exB11y3OtZFMaM62S-nDAlVJNKNbQrS9zPMVinJfEX7X2A1o0sdHnlmSsaOg53H2ezUZoG1a04N1Pw8NTQbNbWR9UCMR8TEO5M2WlYtm0_3PtXjzXmorVqv09MPrQBQTkuj27ID-YJVcwPsBizM0AtOaFOHYjKA7f4n1edfMIXmf3EUAg402WvQFkjxCIG3jE3H1Q6HvQuLIzLFFm1S7h7skYmV6d0-jfrVHBIStsH6V471bITi4r-DA
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/FkZftO4ExSvCBh4jJfHfOQ~~/AAAAARA~/qNHnEeJHUaPZHYO8lBT0GSCtuDj7lvkbKdeL3pcoZTtzXpNktwI_hiY0so_A77JE-a73WUH4exB11y3OtZFMaM62S-nDAlVJNKNbQrS9zPMVinJfEX7X2A1o0sdHnlmSsaOg53H2ezUZoG1a04N1Pw8NTQbNbWR9UCMR8TEO5M2WlYtm0_3PtXjzXmorVqv09MPrQBQTkuj27ID-YJVcwPsBizM0AtOaFOHYjKA7f4n1edfMIXmf3EUAg402WvQFkjxCIG3jE3H1Q6HvQuLIzLFFm1S7h7skYmV6d0-jfrVHBIStsH6V471bITi4r-DA


The park was largely abandoned, having been captured and closed by one of the rebel 
militias that has been fighting the Myanmar military for years. But the militia allowed 
Hannah Beech, a reporter who covers Asia, and Jes Aznar, a photographer, to document 
what Hannah called “the inner sanctum of this secretive, highly fortified industry.” They 
were able to meet some of the scammers as well — some of whom were trying to return to 
their home countries, and others who were looking for another gig in the grift economy. 

What they saw was amazing, just one of Southeast Asia’s compounds of cyberfraud, an 
enterprise that took at least $10 billion out of the United States alone in 2024. 

 

Jes Aznar for The New York Times 

There were huge open-plan work rooms filled with computer monitors, the walls adorned 
with inspirational, always-be-closing sale slogans: “Keep going,” “Dream chaser,” “Making 
money matters the most.” Videoconference suites were decorated with (fake) business 
books and (fake) modern art meant to evoke the boardroom of a successful business 
concern. 



Here were photographs the scammers used to help establish false identities. There were a 
trio of porta-potty-style boxes that scammers told Hannah were used as punishment 
chambers, in plain view of the rest of the room. Everywhere were discarded cellphones. “In 
some buildings, with nearly every step I took,” Hannah wrote, “I crunched on SIM cards, 
scattered like snow in the tropical heat.” 

A Sisyphean loop 

Who ran this place? A Chinese transnational crime network — in other words, a gang. The 
militia doesn’t have the resources to investigate, and no one else has expressed much 
interest either. 

Whoever it was ran the business with brutal efficiency. Hannah spoke with several 
scammers whose bodies bore scars from beatings or tight shackles. They weren’t paid for 
their 12-hour shifts. Hannah wrote about that beautifully, tragically: “Life was a Sisyphean 
loop: sleep, eat, scam, eat, sleep, scam.” 

 

Thousands of cellphones and photographs used in the scamming business. Jes Aznar 
for The New York Times 



One told her his job for more than a year was to send “hellos” to social media accounts. If 
he didn’t receive responses to at least 5 percent of his greetings, he said, he would be 
punished physically. 

The workers came from all over the world: Namibia, Russia, Zimbabwe, Malaysia, France. 
Some Chinese scammers were paid, Hannah discovered, though often not what they’d 
been promised. 

Under fire 

Hannah and Jes traveled to Shunda Park during what was supposed to be a lull in the 
fighting between the rebel militia, known as the Karen National Liberation Army, and the 
Myanmar military. 

Mark that word, supposed. The thud of mortar rounds and sharp cracks of gunfire provided 
the soundtrack for their visit. As they worked, shells flew over their heads and landed 
across the river in neighboring Thailand. The day after they left the compound, a 60-
millimeter mortar hit a building where they’d been sheltering, wounding three people, 
including their guide. 

I urge you to read more, and to take in more of Jes’s remarkable photography, here. 

Now, let’s see what else is happening in the world. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/newsletter/Ps-YbEGT1dLS9boBytazLg~~/AAAAARA~/2ttfNjPN05jElD29TD70kiRPGbw_n2rCWzGxVjQK0Z3PEXjI_LLmMuEam2qa8WR-FR2lxKxQgihMOh-okmOEAKii0_S6TXJcGr-JhxXyK91xHpZO029lYa9DNFvzy9P1gB1UbiugqLFCfrTF7q_kDeQtL6jiLJNLEJ8000Bee0brGWJCcerinuRDdFmEPI1qhGnB1jM3VQcFq46uBBpFyXBYCs42pPForz5S1wvMTKtG9rI6NMTJkFSchrPf8G-Sfcxtdmolt1oCII74VGowxzmBv_OnSaBOUp3NRgVS-XaUnojIRmnnYX6D3wGw2WUm8z-FecJ4MRY0FLMM2QfORwplFrfxJ74rEuY5uYkdxLF-UqSluex3Yw_jpsVmdxTU
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